The Collegian (2013-02-04) by Molina, Joe
UT-Brownsville officials said 1,600 students 
were affected by “stringent” registration 
requirements, which is one of the main factors 
for the drop in enrollment this semester.
Nine hundred students did not meet the state 
requirement to present proof of the meningitis 
immunization prior to registration, and 700 
other students who receive financial aid were 
unable to register because they were placed on 
Satisfactory Academic Progress suspension.
“There are new and stronger, that is more 
stringent, financial aid policies and the 
Satisfactory Academic performance policies in 
place,” UTB Provost Alan Artibise said. “If those 
policies weren’t there, I expect our numbers 
would’ve been the same as last year and maybe 
would’ve gone up. So we’re applying policies that 
are affecting students in a way that hasn’t been 
the same in past years.”
The financial aid SAP policy requires students 
to maintain a cumulative grade-point average 
of 2.0 or higher and a course completion rate 
of 70 percent or better to maintain financial 
aid satisfactory academic progress. However, 
since the Fall 2011 semester, the federal 
government requires the university to apply a 
third component: a time-frame issue, according 
to Mary Comerota, director of Student Financial 
Assistance. Students are allowed to attempt 150 
percent of their program of study credit hours; 
if they go over these hours without completing 
their program of study, they won’t be eligible for 
financial aid anymore.
As for the meningitis immunization 
requirement, René Villarreal, associate vice 
president for Enrollment Management, said it is 
a major factor in deciding to attend or come back 
to school.
 “It’s an out-of-pocket expense for the student; 
they can’t cover it through financial aid,” 
Villarreal said.
 The state law, which took effect on Jan. 1, 
2012, applies to incoming, transfer and returning 
students under age 30 and requires them to 
show written evidence of having received the 
immunization within the last five years.
The vaccine is available at Student Health 
Services for a fee of $10 for students under age 19 
and $109 for students older than 19.
“Applicants may be unwilling to spend $109 
for a vaccine and, therefore, may decide not to 
attend,” Villarreal told The Collegian via e-mail 
last Wednesday. “Most insurance policies do not 
cover this vaccine.”
As of Jan. 25, there were 12,323 students 
registered for classes at UTB/TSC, which is 6 
percent below last spring semester. By Jan. 30, 
the numbers had to be finalized and reported 
to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board; however, Villarreal said the Enrollment 
Management office was still processing 
adjustments for the final figures.
The unofficial number of semester credit 
hours taken this spring totals 118,340.
Janna Arney, associate vice president for 
Academic Affairs, said the decrease in enrollment 
will not lead to additional cuts in services, 
operating hours or layoffs.
Artibise said an “aggressive” marketing 
campaign in television, radio, newspaper, movie 
theaters and brochures was begun in the region 
last month.
“We are working harder than we ever have 
before in retaining students,” Artibise said. 
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>>’Footloose’: Do not 
miss out  on the Camille 
Playhouse’s ’80s weekend.
Pg. 7
>>Bike Rentals: See the 
exclusive video story today 
to find out all about UTB/
TSC’s bike rental program.
>> Weekly webcast: Don’t 




expondrá su más reciente 
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See MERGER, Page  6
         Rules kept 
students from registering




“It’s an out-of-pocket expense for the student; 
they can’t cover it through 
financial aid.” 
--René Villarreal, Associate Vice President for 
Enrollment Management, on meningitis shot 
Michelle espinoza/CollegianUTB/TSC students in lecturer Jeffrey Robertson’s anatomy and physiology class take 
notes last Thursday to prepare for their next exam. UTB/TSC’s enrollment has dropped 
because of the state requirement to present proof of meningitis immunization. 1,600
>>Made the grade: UTB/TSC among U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2013 Best Online Education Program Rankings. Pg. 3
Faculty SympoSium
Friday:  The panel discussion, 
“A University for All 
Centuries,” takes place from 
12:10 to 2 p.m. in the SET-B 
third-floor conference room. 
Panelists and their topics are 
Professor Luis Rodriguez-
Abad, “The University: a 
Thousand-Year-Old Tradition”; 
Assistant Professor Mark 
Horowitz, “Higher Education: 
Commodity or Community?”; 
Associate Professor Suzanne 
LaLonde, “An Apologia for 
the Humanities”; and Master 
Technical Instructor William 
C. Davis, “Faculty Governance: 
From TSC to UTB to UT 
Consolidation.” The discussion 
is sponsored by the UTB/TSC 
College of Liberal Arts. 
 Announcement
The Rio Grande Valley’s 
state lawmakers will file a bill 
today seeking the merger of 
UT-Brownsville and UT-Pan 
American. A news conference 
will follow at 10 a.m. in the state 
Capitol in Austin.
The news conference will be 
streamed live at www.house.
state.tx.us/audio-video/ 
from the second floor, in the 
speaker’s press conference 
room, state Sen. Eddie Lucio 











See RULES, Page  8
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 Announcements Police Reports The following are among the incidents reported to Campus 
Police between Jan. 17 and 19.
Winter texan DiScount Day
Wednesday: Gladys Porter 
Zoo hosts “Winter Texan 
Discount Day” from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Wednesday. Admission 
is $4.50 with proof of state 
residence. Refreshments 
will be provided. For more 
information, call the zoo at 546-
7187.
BuSy momS Support Group
Thursday: Student Health 
Services invites UTB/TSC 
students who are mothers 
to participate in the Busy 
Moms Support Group every 
Thursday in Cortez Hall 237 
until May 17. The purpose of 
the group is to educate mothers 
in parenting skills, child 
development, mental health 
issues, learning processes, 
health and safety for children 
and wellness and health for 
mothers. This Thursday’s topic 
will be different learning styles. 
For more information, call 882-
3896. 
WeiGht manaGement proGram 
Student Health Services 
will offer a Health, Weight 
Management and Stress 
Reduction program for 
female UTB/TSC students 
and employees. The program 
consists of 12 one-hour classes, 
including yoga, tai chi, nutrition 
and fitness, over a period of six 
weeks. The maximum number 
of participants per class is 10. 
Participants must complete 
the classes, undergo a physical 
assessment, complete an eating 
habit questionnaire and keep a 
journal. For more information, 
call Student Health Services 
Secretary Beverly Estrada at 
882-7643.
Free tax return FilinG
Myfreetaxes.com will be 
filing tax returns for free for 
UTB/TSC students from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday until Feb. 14. The service 
is sponsored by United Way of 




Professional Women Speak 
at UTB/TSC is accepting 
applications until Feb. 15 for a 
$500 scholarship. Applicants 
must be female U.S. citizens or 
resident aliens who are juniors, 
seniors or graduate students, 
have completed at least three 
semester credit hours and 
have a 3.0 grade-point average 
or higher. Applications are 
available in room 230 of 
the Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library. For more 
information, call Professional 
Women Speak President Olga 
Garcia at 882-7015.
General ScholarShipS
March 1: The Financial 
Aid Office posts a list of 
scholarships available at www.
utb.edu/scholarships. The 
deadline to apply is March 1. 
For more information, call 882-
8277.  
StarS ScholarShip
March 30: STARS 
Scholarship Fund is 
accepting applications until 
March 30 for a $700 to $3,500 
scholarship. Applicants must be 
U.S. citizens or legal permanent 
residents, have completed at 
least 12 semester credit hours 
and have a 2.7 grade-point 
average or higher. Applications 
are available online at 
StarsScholarship.org. 
Science anD enGineerinG Fair
Volunteers and judges are 
needed for the 53rd annual Rio 
Grande Valley Regional 
Science and Engineering 
Fair, scheduled Feb. 15 and 
16 on the UTB/TSC campus. 
Volunteers are needed to set up 
projects, guide visitors and make 
sure participation paperwork is 
complete. To volunteer, contact 
Liza M. Dimas, special 
projects coordinator in the 
Office of the Provost and the 
Division of Academic Affairs, 
at 882-6588 or liza.dimas@
utb.edu. To help judge, contact 
Gustavo Valencia, clinical 
assistant professor for the 
UTeach Program, at gustavo.
valencia@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Thursday, Jan. 17
Noon: A student was issued a 
court appearance citation after 
a Campus Police officer noticed 
him and another student trying 
to hide as he was patrolling the 
area by East 24th Street and 
Ringgold Road. The student 
allegedly had a metal smoking 
pipe with marijuana residue 
in his possession. The report 
was forwarded to the Dean of 
Students Office.
Friday, Jan. 18
10:56 a.m.: A staff member 
reported that a mobile computer 
desk inside Cardenas Hall 
South was damaged. She said 
the cable lock was damaged and 
the padlock was missing. The 
damage was estimated at $60.
4:50 p.m.: A staff member 
reported a desktop computer 
and keyboard missing from a 
classroom in Cardenas Hall 
North. The staff member said 
he conducted a walkthrough 
of the building and had seen a 
professor using the classroom, 
and then the classroom was left 
unattended from noon to 1 p.m. 
Another professor occupied 
the classroom at 1:50 p.m. but 
the staff member was not sure 
if she used the computer. The 
estimated value of the items is 
$520.
7:05 p.m.: A student was 
injured while riding the Gyro 
Xtreme during a carnival at 
the Casa Bella student housing 
complex. The student said the 
leg strap came undone, which 
caused his leg to strike the ride’s 
cage. He said he believed it was 
only a bruise and would seek 
medical attention on his own.
Saturday, Jan. 19 
2:08 a.m.: Campus Police 
arrested a 21-year-old man for 
furnishing alcohol to minors 
in Casa Bella. Two minors, one 
being a student, were issued 
criminal trespass warnings. Two 
other minors who were also in 
the room at the student housing 
complex were issued court 
appearance citations for being 
under the influence of alcohol. 
The man who was placed under 
arrest was transported to the 
Carrizales-Rucker Detention 
Center.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
Don’t forget to visit 
UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM
From last year’s ranking of 
91st place, UTB/TSC’s College 
of Education has advanced to 
an overall 39th in U.S. News & 
World Report’s 2013 Best Online 
Education Program Rankings, 
which were released last month.
Out of 1,000 universities that 
submitted data to the magazine 
and were reviewed, the College 
of Education ranked as follows: 
fourth in student services and 
technology, 30th in faculty 
credentials and training, 62nd in 
student engagement and 73rd in 
admissions selectivity.
UTB/TSC was also the only 
University of Texas System 
component that was ranked in 
the top 100 and is ranked third in 
the state behind the University of 
North Texas and Sam Houston 
State University.
Miguel Ángel Escotet, dean of 
the College of Education, said 
this achievement of rankings is a 
On Jan. 28, an advertisement 
published in The Collegian 
stated that the National Council 
on Teacher Quality (NCTQ) 
asked UTB/TSC to participate in 
a review of the nation’s teacher 
preparation programs. The 
university refused.
As a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
policy and advocacy group, the 
National Council on Teacher 
Quality focuses on making 
sure that every student has an 
effective teacher, said Arthur 
McKee, the managing director 
for teacher preparation studies 
Voting 10-9 last Tuesday, 
the Student Government 
Association passed a resolution 
supporting the creation of a 
new University of Texas that 
would combine UTB, UT-Pan 
American and the future South 
Texas School of Medicine.
The vote on Resolution 
18 was tied at 9-9, with one 
abstention (Senator at Large 
Philip R. Martinez). The 
decision came down to Karla 
Lozoya, SGA vice president of 
administration, who voted for 
the resolution.
Lozoya said she broke the tie 
because of the opportunities 
the merger will bring to the Rio 
Grande Valley and that it would 
be important for the senate to 
represent the student body. 
“I would like to hold the 
resolution until [Texas] 
Legislature says what’s going 
on and what they propose to do, 
and maybe once we get more 
details then we can say yes [to 
Resolution 18],”  said School of 
Business Senator Alexandra E. 
Rodriguez, who voted against 
the resolution. 
The UT System board 
of regents in December 
unanimously approved 
an initiative to authorize 
Chancellor Francisco G. 
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See SGA, Page 8
SGA splits on merger plan
Lozoya breaks tie to pass resolution 
in favor of uniting UTB and UT-Pan Am
By Alex Rodriguez 
THE COLLEGIAN 
Judicial Affairs Coordinator 
David Mariscal informs 
the Student Government 
Association about the new 
policy in the university’s 
Handbook of Operating 
Procedures titled “Protection 
from Retaliation” during last 
Tuesday’s meeting. The policy 
protects students and staff 
when reporting suspected 
wrongdoing.
stacy G. Found/Collegian 
UTB says no 
to teacher 
prep review 
Escotet says NCATE 
is what matters; 
other council to 





Education Technology Associate Professor Rene Corbeil discusses the 
39th place UTB/TSC’s College of Education received in U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2013 Best Online Education Program Rankings.
See REVIEW, Page 8
See NATIONAL Page 10
On the national scale 
College of Education’s online graduate 




OPINION4 February  4, 2013the collegIan
>>Policy: Letters to the editor must 
include the name, classification and 
phone number of the author or the 
letter cannot be published. Opin-
ions expressed in The Collegian are 
those of writers and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Col-
legian or UTB/TSC administrators. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 




How do you feel about 
the proposed merger of
 UTB and UTPA?
“I think it’s a good plan. It helps others 
to create better opportunities for 
students to get into college--plus 
different degree plans, too, 





“It’s a good thing because 
it will help people who 





“I think it’s fantastic. Students will have 
more opportunities to take more classes …
especially now that the merger is going to 
bring a medical school and me, as a pre-
med student, you know that’s fantastic. 
We now have more opportunities to 
have more doctors in the Rio Grande 
Valley and it’s going to expand. It’s 
something I want to do. [I’d] rather 
have an opportunity to help people 
here in Brownsville, McAllen. You 




--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez 
--Photos by Bryan Romero   
By Alex Rodriguez 
THE COLLEGIAN 
All of us live cloistered from the 
real world. As American students, this 
couldn’t be truer. We are becoming so 
dependent on technology and social 
media that most of today’s youth 
can’t have a face-to-face conversation 
anymore. 
I’m young, too, but I believe I was 
raised better than to have my cell 
phone out at the dinner table. It’s rude-
-don’t do it. Keep your eyes off the small 
screen in your hands and look around 
and admire your surroundings. You 
might see something memorable or 
capture someone’s attention. 
Facebook and Twitter are not 
going anywhere, so there’s no need 
to check your account every other 
second—that would be a great waste 
of time. These social sites, while 
sometimes necessary, can perpetuate 
our procrastination and keep us from 
meeting our family obligations and 
academic goals. 
Many of us make a New Year’s 
resolution to travel more, but never 
put money aside to do it, and end up 
living vicariously through Anthony 
Bourdain or another Travel Channel 
show host. I am guilty of this myself, 
but am making the effort to travel this 
year.
Sometimes exploring your 
hometown is just as fun as globe-
trotting. Eating in that new exotic 
restaurant can be a memorable 
experience, whether it’s positive or 
negative. Discovering something new 
close to home is easily done. You’ll 
never know if you don’t do it. 
We are young and need to 
experience all we can before it’s 
too late. Living life to its fullest is 
important. Some say that our college 
years are the best years of our lives. 
I say make it happen. Go skydiving, 
ask your crush for a date, pick up a 
new hobby, hit the gym more or get 
that face tattoo you’ve been dying to 
get (OK, don’t do anything too drastic 
because you still have your whole life 
ahead of you). These things are much 





POLITICS 5February  4, 2013the collegIan
AUSTIN--Superintendents of three 
small rural school districts that allow 
some teachers to carry guns have told 
Texas lawmakers that the practice 
provides a critical measure of safety 
for students in the event of a campus 
shooting, but a law enforcement expert 
said it also could put those teachers at 
“high risk” of being mistakenly shot by 
responding officers.
Lawmakers are grappling with the idea 
of allowing more non-law enforcement 
personnel to bring guns into classrooms 
in the wake of December’s shootings at a 
Connecticut elementary school. The rural 
school officials testified Jan. 28 during a 
joint hearing of the Senate education and 
agriculture, rural affairs and homeland 
security committees--the first such 
hearing to take public testimony on the 
matter.
David Thweatt, superintendent of 
Harrold Independent School District 
near the Oklahoma border, said some 
teachers and administrators who have 
concealed handgun licenses are allowed 
to bring their weapons to class. The 
goal, he said, is to minimize the damage 
a gunman can do inside a school in the 
time it takes police officers to arrive.
“If you can stop it in its inception, you 
have an obligation to do that,” Thweatt 
said.
The Van school district east of Dallas 
voted two weeks ago to allow concealed 
handguns in classrooms. Supt. Don 
Dunn said it was in direct response to 
the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in which 26 people were killed, 
including 20 children.
Although each of the Van district 
elementary, middle and high school 
campuses are within 2 miles of the Van 
Police Department, officials calculated 
it would take at least five minutes for 
police to respond to an emergency call of 
a shooter on campus.
“We are completely defenseless during 
that five-minute gap. At least we have a 
chance to protect our kids,” Dunn said. 
“We are not the police. We are not asking 
them to be the police. We are asking 
them to fill that gap until the police get 
there.”
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst is pushing 
a plan to provide state-paid special 
By JiM Vertuno
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Rural school officials: Give Texas teachers guns 
In this Dec. 27, 2012, file photo, Joanna Baginska, a fourth-grade teacher from Odyssey Charted School, in American Fork, Utah, aims a .40-caliber Sig Sauer during concealed-weapons training for teachers in West 
Valley City, Utah. School board members in Washington, Ill., are thinking about a proposal to train a handful of administrators as auxiliary police officers and allow them to carry concealed handguns on campus, and 
nowhere else. Washington police Chief Jim Kuchenbecker last month that training Washington Community High Schools administrators as officers is a way around Illinois’ law against carrying concealed weapons. 
See GUNS, Page  8
rick Bower/assoCiated Press File Photo
Members of the Rio Grande 
Valley delegation are state 
Representatives Rene O. 
Oliveira (D-Brownsville), 
Eddie Lucio III (D-San 
Benito), Oscar Longoria 
(D-Mission), Armando 
Martinez (D-Weslaco), Terry 
Canales (D-Edinburg), Bobby 
Guerra (D-Mission), Sergio 
Muñoz Jr. (D-Palmview), Ryan 
Guillen (D-Rio Grande City) 
and Senators Eddie Lucio Jr. 
(D-Brownsville) and Juan 
“Chuy” Hinojosa (D-McAllen). 
Sen. Judith Zaffirini (D-Laredo) 
also will be there.
On Dec. 7, 2012, University 
of Texas System Chancellor 
Francisco G. Cigarroa 
announced a proposal to merge 
UTB and UT-Pan Am along 
with a medical school that 
will be constructed in the Rio 
Grande Valley.
Last Tuesday, Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry voiced his support 
for a new university in the Rio 
Grande Valley in his State of 
the State address. The new 
university would be eligible 
for funding from the state’s 
Permanent University Fund.
MERGER
Continued from Page 1
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Name: International Student Organization
Established: 2000
Purpose: To involve all international students 
of UTB/TSC in the campus community by 
conducting activities, participating in events and 
learning from different cultures. 
President: Elsa De León




Adviser: International Student Adviser Aragelia 
Salazar
Community Service: Participates in beach 
cleanups, the City of Brownsville’s Build a Better 
Block and UTB/TSC events such as the MLK Day 
of Service.
Meetings: 5 p.m. Fridays in the Student Union 
veranda
Membership requirement: Must have at least 
a 2.0 grade-point average.
Dues: $5 per semester
For more information: call De León at 466-
0285.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Members of International Student Organization include 
(first row, from left) Cecilia Llanas, Secretary Karla Boeta, 
Vice President Pamela Escobar, Treasurer Oralia Borges 
and President Elsa De León. Second row: Joe Morales, 
Brianda C. Martínez, Krystal Cortez and Gustavo Boeta. 
Third row: Alexa Juárez, Shihan Weerthunga and Ashanti 
Sánchez. Fourth row: Muhammad Tahir and Jing James 
Santiago Luo. 
  Club Spotlight 
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 The Collegian is the multimedia 
student newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. The 
newspaper is widely distributed 
on campus and is an award-
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 Look for us.
Like us! 
Satisfactory Academic 
Progress, or SAP, applies to all 
students currently enrolled 
in courses at the University of 
Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College. Its purpose 
is to keep students on track 
toward successful completion 
of their chosen degree in a timely 
manner.  In terms of academic SAP 
guidelines, there are two main 
components that students must 
be aware of: 1) course completion 
rate and 2) a minimum GPA of 2.0. 
Let’s break it down:
Course completion rate-
-Students must maintain a 
cumulative satisfactory course 
completion rate of at least 70 
percent of all credits attempted. 
The completion rate is determined 
by dividing the number of earned 
credits by the number of attempted 
credits; at least 70 percent 
of attempted credits must be 
completed with a grade of A, 
A-,B+,B,B-,C+,C,C-,D+,D,D- or P to 
maintain a satisfactory completion 
rate.  
Cumulative Grade-Point Average 
(GPA)--Students are expected to 
maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher at 
all times. The cumulative GPA is 
calculated at the end of each fall 
and spring semester.  
Students who fail to meet either 
the GPA or completion rate 
requirement will be subjected to 
the following: 
--Be placed on academic probation.
--Remain on probation until SAP 
requirements are met. 
--Enroll for a maximum of 12 credit 
hours per semester during fall 
and spring 
--Be required to sign an Academic 
Success Contract with an 
academic adviser outlining student 
responsibilities. 
--Will not be eligible 
to register for courses unless 
all requirements of the Academic 
Success Contract are completed.
Students who earn at least a 2.0 
GPA and 70 percent completion 
rate for the course work the 
semester during which they are 
on probation can continue on 
probation or return to good 
standing if their cumulative GPA 
has returned to a 2.0 or higher 
and their cumulative completion 
rate is 70 percent or higher.  
Students who earn below a 2.0 
GPA and 70 percent completion 
rate during the semester they are 
on probation will be suspended, 
and must wait until the end of 
the subsequent long semester 
to return to school. Upon their 








this happen to 
you! Complete 
satisfactory 
academic progress to 
ensure your ultimate goal 
of graduation in a timely 
manner!
Come by to meet with your 
respective adviser and address 
any questions you might have. 
We are located at the Academic 
Advising Center, Camille Lightner 
Building. You can come in as a walk-
in, call us at 882-7362 or send an 
e-mail to academicadvising@utb.edu 
to set up an appointment.  
What is SAP and how does it affect students?
By Academic Advising Team
S atiSfactory +
a cademic     
+
P rogreSS     
+
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Teenage angst, small-minded 
conservatives and a heck of a 
lot of dancing will take over the 
Camille Playhouse at 8 p.m. 
Friday when “Footloose: The 
Musical” premieres. 
The 1998 musical, based on 
the 1984 film starring Kevin 
Bacon and John Lithgow, gets 
a highly animated production 
under Executive Artistic 
Director Eric Vera. 
High schooler Ren (played 
by Konrad Johnson) along 
with his mother, have moved 
from Chicago to the small town 
of Bomont. The town is super-
religious and exceptionally 
conservative. The highly 
influential Rev. Moore (Ronnie 
Rodriguez) seems to be ruling 
over the locals, focusing mainly 
on the dangers of rock’n’roll 
among the teens of the town. 
The reverend’s pretty daughter, 
Ariel (Chantal Lesley), soon 
catches Ren’s eye, much to the 
annoyance of her father. 
The cast is terrific and is 
bursting with energy. They sing 
beautifully together and there 
is an easy and wonderful flow 
to the musical. The opening 
dance number is incredible. 
Director Vera is meticulous, 
down to the last shoulder pad.
The Camille Playhouse had 
such a success last year with 
“Xanadu,” that Vera wanted 
something with the same feel.
“The score is really fun, 
and our fan base wants shows 
that are lively and enjoyable,” 
he told The Collegian in an 
interview during a dress 
rehearsal last Wednesday 
night.
He said there are seven 
UTB/TSC students, including 
several members of Dingbat 
Productions, participating in 
the show, and believes there is 
a need for a theater program 
at UTB/TSC. For now, he is 
happy to host students on his 
stage and is glad students “have 
another outlet or performance 
venue that they can go to.”
“This is a community theater 
and this is exactly what it’s 
supposed to do,” Vera said.
Performer Frank Orozco, a 
2012 communication graduate 
of UTB/TSC, said his overall 
experience at the Camille has 
been “extraordinarily great!” 
and has developed so much 
from the other actors.
“We learn from one another 
and how to improve our craft 
as actors,” Orozco said. 
Besides “Xanadu” and 
“Footloose,” Vera has directed 
“The Dinner Party,” “Peter 
Pan,” “The Crucible,” “The 
Wizard of Oz” and “Legally 
Blonde.” 
He said he chooses the shows 
for the season with every age in 
mind.
“I try my best to pick 
something for everyone,” Vera 
said.
“Footloose” will appeal to the 
younger crowd as well as mature 
patrons. An ’80s Dance Party 
will follow the premiere at the 
Civic Pavilion at Dean Porter 
Park. Encore presentations of 
“Footloose” are scheduled at 8 
p.m. Saturday, and Feb. 15 and 
16; and at 2:30 p.m. Sunday 
and Feb. 17. Tickets are $5 to 
$15. The dance party tickets 
are $60 and include the show 
ticket, hors d’oeuvres, plus a 
wine, beer and scotch bar.   
The cast of “Footloose: The Musical” rehearses last Wednesday night at the Camille Playhouse. The musical opens at 8 p.m. Friday. Playing the lead is Konrad Johnson (center). 
Camille goes back to the ’80s with fun, fast-paced musical
By Cori Aiken 
THE COLLEGIAN






T Writers Live seriesFeb. 7: Manuel Luis Martinez, author of “Crossing,” “Drift” and “Day of the Dead” and a recent inductee in the Texas Institute of Letters, will speak at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Martinez’s lecture is part 
of the “Writers Live Series” sponsored by the Office 
of Student Life and College of Liberal Arts English 
Department. 
DaLÍ string Quartet
Feb. 7: The Dalí String Quartet, whose repertoire includes 
classical and Latin-American music, will perform at 7:30 
p.m. in the Arts Center. For tickets ($5 to $50), call 882-
7750. 
‘Mexica III’ exhibit
NOW: “MEXICA III,” an exhibit of paintings by artist and 
Galeria 409 owner Mark Clark, continues through April 
at the ITEC Center, 301 Mexico Blvd. Admission is free. 
The exhibit is hosted by the Consulate of Mexico in 
Brownsville.  For more information, call 542-2051.
‘externaLiDaDes’ exhibit
NOW: “Externalidades,” an exhibit of paintings on 
Mexico’s drug violence by artist Humberto Ramirez, 
continues through Feb. 15 in the Gallery in Rusteberg Hall. 
Admission is $1. For more information, call 882-7097.
--Compiled by Cori Aiken
Aries (March 21-April 19)-Be 
prepared for new things this week. 
While the week will start off slow, 
it will be boiling hot by Wednesday. 
Be prepared to take action at once. 
You always want to take charge but 
only do that after Wednesday. Your 
weekend will be a blast if you let it. 
Learn to leave your work behind 
after Friday. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20)-
It’s about time you took into 
consideration others’ feelings and 
not just your own. It seems money 
is coming your way; don’t get too 
excited, though. It could just be 
Monopoly money. You also seem to 
have a great need to express yourself 
at work. Make sure you are able to 
get your point across to others. The 
key point is to be patient.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)-You 
can already feel the effects of good 
exercise! Imagine what it will be 
like if you keep the same workout 
rhythm. Concentrate on things that 
are most important to you and, 
most importantly, maintain your 
composure in difficult situations.
Cancer (June 22-July 22)-You 
need to find a way to relax. It’s time 
to take a trip even if it’s only to a 
nearby place. This week is bursting 
with love; be on the lookout because 
someone is ready to pounce on you. 
Pull some strings and work hard for 
what you want to accomplish this 
week.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)-You have 
so many wonderful components. 
Don’t hide your many colors and 
find effective ways to communicate 
with others. Invite the best parts of 
you out of hiding. Be careful with 
foods that are not good for your 
heart, such as greasy foods. Love is 
headed your way in an intense way. 
Be prepared for intimacy.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)-You 
are very analytical and meticulous. 
Find ways to be flexible. Try to 
decrease your worries. Find a 
better approach that works for you. 
You must decide between right vs. 
wrong. Follow your conviction. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22)-You’re very passionate; expect 
an important phone call this week! 
Don’t let your daydreams creep in, 
stay focused. Rekindle your love 
this week with your significant 
other. If you’re single, a good swirl 
  Horoscopes       ‘It’s not Héctor’s fault;          he just writes what the planets tell him.’
By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN
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Cigarroa to work with the Texas 
Legislature to establish a new, PUF-
eligible university that includes UT- 
Brownsville, UT-Pan American and the 
future South Texas School of Medicine.
The proposed institution would consist 
of campuses in Brownsville, Edinburg 
and Harlingen, with administrative 
offices in McAllen.
Currently, UTB and UT-Pan American 
are not eligible for revenue from the 
PUF, a public endowment created by the 
Texas Constitution. The PUF funding is 
a major catalyst for building a world-
class research university, according to a 
news release from the UT System. As an 
emerging research university, the new 
institution would be eligible for more 
funding sources such as the National 
Research University Fund, the Texas 
Research Incentive Plan and matching 
UT System money. 
The SGA’s vote coincided with Gov. 
Rick Perry’s endorsement of the plan in 
his State of the State address.
In other matters, Judicial Affairs 
Coordinator David Mariscal had the SGA 
review a new policy in the Handbook of 
Operating Procedures titled “Protection 
from Retaliation,” which protects 
students and staff from retaliation for 
reporting suspected wrongdoing.
Many students fail to report incidents 
because they fear doing so would 
negatively affect their grades or possible 
referrals for scholarships, Mariscal said. 
The policy will also protect university 
employees. 
The senate had no qualms with the 
new policy.
SGA
Continued from Page 3
for NCTQ, which is based in Washington, 
D.C.
“We do that by bringing transparency to 
the institutions that have the most impact 
on teacher quality,” McKee said. 
The NCTQ looks at state regulations as 
they pertain to teachers because they have 
the most authority on who can become a 
teacher and how a teacher is trained. It also 
looks at district policy and the district’s 
human resources policies to review how 
districts manage teachers and to assure 
that they keep the best ones, McKee said.
On Oct. 26, 2011, NCTQ asked UTB/TSC 
to participate in the study and requested 
documents, such as course syllabi and 
other materials from each course offered 
to aspiring teachers during the 2010-2011 
school year, according to McKee. 
The university responded via e-mail 
on Nov. 1, 2011, stating: “The University 
of Texas at Brownville chooses not to 
participate in this study.” 
Asked why the College of Education did 
not want to participate in the review, Dean 
Miguel Ángel Escotet said that a review 
by the National Council for Accreditation 
of Teacher Education (NCATE) is what 
matters to the university.
“So, for us, this is the most important 
accreditation,” Escotet told The Collegian 
in an interview last Tuesday. “[It] is 
the only one that we need, because this 
organization, National Council on Teacher 
Quality, is a private enterprise,” Escotet 
said.
The dean said other universities, such 
as New York University and Harvard 
University, have not wanted to accept 
reviews from NCTQ, either.
Currently, the university is being 
reviewed by NCATE and will find out next 
year, after the agency’s officials visit the 
campus, whether it will receive national 
accreditation.
UTB/TSC is the third UT System 
component going for national 
accreditation and is the only institution 
in South Texas that is a candidate for 
NCATE, Escotet said.
“We are playing with professionals and 
we are playing with an institution that is 
the national accreditation agency, very 
tough, very difficult, and we are not playing 
with this kind of personal adventures,” he 
said. 
Escotet said a national accreditation 
from NCATE would also benefit students 
greatly by giving them the opportunity 
to obtain a degree from a nationally 
accredited university.
Regarding UTB/TSC’s responses to 
NCTQ, McKee said the university is not 
cooperating.
In an e-mail dated Nov. 9, 2011, the 
council made a formal request for the 
documents to Escotet but was told to make 
that request to Rosemary Martinez, the 
vice president for Business Affairs.
After submitting the open records 
request on Nov. 21, 2011, NCTQ received a 
letter from Martinez citing the estimate of 
charges to receive the documents.
The charges were as follows: a labor rate 
of $15 per hour for 108 hours ($1,620), 
plus an overhead rate of 20 percent ($324) 
for a total cost of $1,944 to honor NCTQ’s 
open records request.
From its previous experience with 
universities, McKee said this cost is too 
high.
“We’ve had to issue this open records 
request to institutions across the country,” 
he said. “From what we’ve seen, it can 
be done for $400 or less. We are more 
than happy to pay what seems to us to be 
reasonable fees to collect the information 
we need, but when it gets to that level, 
we feel, basically, that institutions are 
choosing not to work with us.” 
For that reason, McKee said the 
organization decided to create an ad 
campaign that would inform the public 
and the students of the institutions that 
refuse to work with it so that students 
from those universities can know what’s 
going on and help the council get the 
information it needs.
Asked about the cost of honoring the 
open records request, Escotet said this 
amount is cheaper than other institutions 
charge. 
“Everyone comes to us for information 
and [thinks] we are going to give this 
information for free,” he said. “Who is 
going to pay for this? … It takes weeks.”
Even without the university’s support, 
NCTQ will obtain the information by other 
means.
NCTQ will use a report it did on 
programs in Texas in 2010 and data it 
collected from students it paid to collect 
syllabi and other course material. 
“We only use material that we 
independently verify is the right material, 
the right data,” McKee said. “We have 
enlisted students to work with us.”
Escotet said the college has been 
working hard for three years in the hope 
of obtaining a national accreditation from 
NCATE.
“We cannot deviate the attention of 
these things that [have] been rejected by 
the majority of the schools of education in 
the nation,” he said.
REVIEW
Continued from Page 3
weapons, tactics and response training 
for teachers and administrators if school 
districts ask for it. That idea has been 
opposed by the Texas State Teachers 
Association. The state’s largest teachers 
group said educators should not be asked 
to double as a professional security force.
But lawmakers heard from another 
expert who argued teachers with guns 
drawn could find themselves the targets 
of police answering an emergency call.
“They are at high risk of being shot. 
That’s the reality of the scenario and the 
danger police officers are in,” said Pete 
Blair, associate professor of criminal 
justice at Texas State University and 
researcher for the school’s Advanced Law 
Enforcement Rapid Response Training 
program.
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Director Steve McCraw, while saying 
Texas should be proactive in trying 
to protect students, had a similar 
warning that armed teachers could 
find themselves being shot at by police. 
Officers are trained to “neutralize the 
threat,” McCraw said.
“Anytime you arrive on the scene and 
you as a police officer are, you are taught 
and trained to look for anybody with a 
weapon,” McCraw said.
Sen. Dan Patrick (R-Houston) 
chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Education, which held the joint 
hearing with the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Rural Affairs and Homeland 
Security, suggested the teachers would 
likely be in a defensive position and not 
roaming the halls with a gun drawn to be 
mistakenly targeted by police.
The testimony Jan. 28 signaled a 
division between small, rural districts 
and larger urban ones on letting more 
guns in classrooms. Representatives 
from Dallas and Austin schools, which 
have their own police departments, said 
school safety should be left to school, city 
and county law enforcement.
Three Houston-area lawmakers want 
to set up special taxing districts to pay for 
school security. The districts could use 
the money for anything they want related 
to security, from surveillance cameras 
and metal detectors to armed security.
That plan has been criticized as unfair 
to poorer school districts, which may 
not be able to raise as much money 
as wealthier ones, and from fiscal 
conservatives who reject the idea of 
creating new taxes.
Lawmakers also are considering a 
measure to allow concealed weapons 
license holders to bring their guns into 
college buildings and classrooms. A 
similar bill failed to pass in 2011, but 
supporters say gunfire at a Houston-
area community college shows the need 
to allow students to defend themselves. 
Three people were wounded and one 
man has been charged with aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon.
GUNS
Continued from Page 5
“So, it’s not a question of just having them 
enrolled, it’s having them succeed, getting 
them to register earlier for the next semester 
and the year.”
As for the future, the provost predicts 
that the university will be back at its normal 
enrollment growth rate of 5 percent to 8 
percent a year within the next two or three 
years.
RULES
Continued from Page 1
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milestone for the college.
“To me, being in a college 
in which we have this kind of 
quality program that is online, 
is more than what I can expect,” 
Escotet said.
Asked what the program 
can do next year to receive a 
higher rating, he responded: 
“We always need to fight for 
the best. Education is a lifelong 
learning process, so you cannot 
be satisfied with what you have; 
you always need to reach a little 
bit more. We hope this program 
next year can at least maintain 
what they have.”
The online master’s program 
the university offers includes 
educational technology and 
educational leadership.
As an associate professor in 
educational technology, Rene 
Corbeil said he is happy with the 
improvement of the program 
from last year’s rankings and 
believes the program is moving 
up in status.
“It’s a national ranking, so 
it puts our programs on par 
with some of the other more 
prestigious universities,” Corbeil 
said. “In educational technology, 
I think we are one of the best 
programs out there nationwide.”
On improving rankings for 
next year, he said that through an 
accreditation from the National 
Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education, the program 
would receive an automatic 
boost in rankings.
Corbeil said the program can 
also improve by extending its 
services.
“There are some services 
that other universities offer 
on a 24/7 basis,” he said. “The 
IT Help desk isn’t available to 
students 24 hours a day, so if 
we really wanted to ramp it up 
we could probably offer longer 
hours or maybe some other way 
of providing support to students 
on the evenings and on the 
weekends.”
Janice Butler, an associate 
professor of educational 
technology, said the program 
offered at UTB/TSC is unique 
in that it allows students to 
obtain their certificate from the 
educational technology program 
and their master technology 
teacher certification. 
Butler said it’s an additional 
certification that students get in 
addition to their online degree.
On the improved rankings of 
the online graduate education 
program, she said that it is 
recognition of the work that 
faculty and students put in. 
“I think that’s important 
because we can let other people 
know that this is a program that 
has a lot of value, the degree has 
a lot of value and it’s worthwhile 
coming here,” she said.
Martin Rodriguez, director 
of Upward Bound Math and 
Science and a graduate of the 
online graduate education 
program, said he had to adapt 
to the courses because they were 
fully online and different from 
his undergraduate studies in 
history.
Of the program’s recent 
rankings, Rodriguez said he is 
not surprised.
“The demand is there, it’s just 
a matter of departments wanting 
to put more classes online,” he 
said. “ … I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we ranked even higher, maybe 
in the next two years.”
The program, which started 
around 1995, went online in 
1997-1998. The UT TeleCampus 
began around 1998 and by 2000, 
UTB/TSC began offering classes 
through TeleCampus, Corbeil 
said.
He said this 15-year experience 
has also helped the program’s 
rankings. 
Since the program began, it has 
had about 350 to 400 graduates.
The College of Education 
has signed an agreement with 
European universities for a 
master’s program of innovation 
in higher education. 
Escotet said the program will 
be ready in two to three years.
Another program the college 
will begin is the master’s in the 
pedagogy of online teaching in 
Spanish. 
The online graduate education 
program currently has 170 
students, but Escotet said the 
college is not looking to increase 
that number.
“We don’t want to grow if we 
do not have the resources to 
grow,” he said. “We want to keep 
quality as the major objective.”
He said many people think you 
can increase students without 
increasing faculty and resources, 
but it is not true. 
“[Professors] need to be able to 
meet with the students online, to 
answer all of the questions they 
have online, and this multiplies. 
… In online education, you can 
ask questions almost every time 
in the day.”
Escotet said the appropriate 
attention must also be given to 
students from other parts of the 
world.
A majority of the program’s 
students are from South Texas 
and the university is expecting 
an increase in students from out 
of the Rio Grande Valley but is 
not sure if it will accept them due 
their admissions standards.
The program is looking for 
better students, not more, who 
are motivated, self-disciplined 
and have ethical behavior, he 
said.
Rodriguez echoed Escotet’s 
words.
“I would not recommend 
the courses if you’re really not 
disciplined enough that you’re 
going to be logging in on your 
own,” he said.
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“education is a lifelong 
learning process, so you 
cannot be satisfied with 
what you have; you always 
need to reach a little bit 
more.”
 
--Miguel Ángel Escotet, Dean 
of the College of Education, on 
improving program rankings
Freshman computer 
science major Jesus 
Amaya of team 
Mercurial FC (right) 
defends the ball from 
sophomore biology 
major Carlos Flores 
of team Real during 
Campus Recreation’s 
3-on-3 Indoor Soccer 
Tournament, held 
Jan. 25 in the REK 
Center. In the men’s 
division, Sin Nombre 
defeated Barcelona 
FC 8 to 3 to win the 
tournament; in the 
women’s division, 
Clough Tigers edged 
Backstreet Girls 6-5; 
and in the Co-ed 
Division, T Reks beat 
UANL 8-7. Court 
battle
stacy G. Found/Collegian 
in the Jacuzzi may change 
that. Come what may this 
week, stick to your positive 
attitude; it’s what sets you 
apart from the rest. Try not 
to let critical voices bring you 
down. Follow your instinct.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21)-Don’t overextend 
yourself but do things to 
your full capacity. Play it 
all and take risks. While it 
may seem dangerous, it will 
pay off in the long run. It’s 
also time to leave all your 
childlike games behind; 
it’s time to mature. Saturn 
indicates your thirst; make 
sure to drink eight glasses of 
water a day. Don’t trust little 
pills, especially those used to 
lose weight.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21)-You’ve been 
dealing with a business 
deal gone wrong. Fear not, 
as things will soon clear 
up for you. This week will 
bring good things, more so 
if you serve yourself a slice 
of humble pie. To speed up 
the process you must look 
to your elements and carry a 
small lapis lazuli from your 
closest rock store. You’ve 
been quite tense lately; try 
to consider some time off or 
else you risk exploding like a 
pressure cooker. The key to a 
successful week is it to take 
deep breaths and count to 
10. Attract the opposite sex 
by wearing leggings all week 
long, which will look even 
better if you hit the gym.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan 
19)-Your health is literally 
in your hands, so wash 
them frequently. Things are 
going great for you, so don’t 
change direction. You’re 
worthy of everything you’ve 
worked hard for. Be eye to 
eye with your significant 
other in order to keep the 
relationship flowing.  
Aquarius (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18)-Reduce your 
nervousness, Aquarius, 
and relax. Don’t let stress 
manifest itself. Eat brain 
foods and keep working 
hard. Take a break from all 
the noise in the background 
and let yourself regenerate-
-you need it. Try to avoid 
arguments, walk away from 
them. Don’t let others’ guilt-
trip you into doing things 
and think for yourself. 
This week is all about you. 
You’ve failed to stick to your 
schedule; this week offers 
you a second chance, so take 
it before it becomes too late.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20)-Unexpected benefits 
will come to you this week 
if you learn to spot them. 
Look for outside resources 
to enhance your creativity. 
Don’t take huge leaps because 
when important decisions 
come you will know how to 
act accordingly. Consider 
taking a trip to Kentucky. Be 
objective with your projects. 
Learn to balance your highs 
and lows.
Pington Ladder League
Registration Deadline: March 29
Date: Feb. 11-May 3
Flag Football Tournament
Registration Deadline: Feb. 14









Hometown: Rosebud, Alberta, 
Canada
Who is your favorite 
athlete? “Peter Forsberg, he’s 
a hockey player.” Forsberg, a 
native of Sweden, played in the 
National Hockey League for 13 
years.
Who is your role model? 
“My parents because I think they 
brought me up right.”
What do you like to do for 
fun? “Sports in general—golf, 
obviously, but other sports like 
hockey, anything at the REK 
[Center], soccer, basketball. I like 
going to the gym.”
When did you begin playing 
golf and why did you start 
playing? “I started golf when I was 
about 7 in the town of Rosebud. 
There’s a little golf course there and 
that’s what there was to do.”
Did you play in high school and 
did you win any awards? “Yeah, 
I did. I won the Zone Championship 
at high school. I’m not sure what 
the equivalent would be here [in the 
United States].”
What is your favorite movie? 
“I’d say ‘Inception.’ It makes you 
think, it keeps you engaged.”
What are your goals for 
this season? “Get our team 
ranked in the top 20, probably 
lower even. Play really well at 
conference so we get a chance to 
nationals and then individually. 
Ideally, finish at top 10 or top five.” 
Is there a song that gets your 
head in the game? “A couple--
like people don’t think that golf is a 
pump-up sport, but you can use all 
the same stuff--like Eminem, the 
‘Rocky’ theme song … whatever gets 
you into it.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
Like us on Facebook
/utbcollegian 
Mention us on TwiTTer 
#utbcollegian 
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Escritora Carmen Boullosa 
expondrá su nueva novela
Más de 15 escritores 
participarán 
en la conferencia 
este miércoles
La inscripción bajo 
un 6 porciento en 










País natal: Ereván, Armenia
¿Qué idioma hablas? “Armenio, 
inglés, ruso”.
¿Por qué decidiste estudiar 
aquí? “Porque conocía a uno de los 
mejores profesores de física y vino a 
trabajar a esta escuela. Yo lo conocía 
por conferencias a las que había ido 
y supe que necesitaba estudiantes 
para trabajar con él, por eso vine a 
Brownsville”. 
¿Qué tradiciones hay en tu país? 
“Celebramos Navidad el 21 de enero, 
es una tradición que viene de la época 
soviética. Tenemos dos días de la 
mujer, uno el 8 de marzo y otro el 7 de 
abril, así que se celebra todo el mes. Le 
damos a las mujeres flores, regalos, las 
invitamos a salir e intentamos que se la 
pasen bien. El día de la independencia 
es el 27 de septiembre y también lo 
celebramos. El 28 de mayo es el día de 
la primera república y lo festejamos 
con conciertos hechos por el gobierno, 
fuegos artificiales y es día de asueto. 
También celebramos el aniversario de 
[la ciudad] Ereván, que cumplió 2,900 
años. Armenia está entre Europa y Asia, 
así que es una mezcla de ambas culturas. 
Hay quienes se dicen europeos y quienes 
se piensan asiáticos. La gente es muy 
tradicional, sólo se casan con armenios y 
no usan pantalones rotos. Últimamente los 
jóvenes se han revelado y han comenzado 
a salir con personas de otros países, pero 
no se ha hecho muy común. Desde la época 
soviética, el ruso es uno de los idiomas de 
Armenia. Los armenios son conocidos por 
ser buenos en ajedrez; en las escuelas, hay 
clases obligatorias de ajedrez”.
Menciona algunos platillos típicos: 
“Pues tenemos la barbacoa armenia, que 
es muy famosa en los países vecinos. 
También comemos dolma, que es carne 
molida con especias envuelta en repollo. 
Por lo general comemos carne de puerco, 
de oveja y res”.
¿Cuáles son los lugares turísticos? 
“Armenia fue la primera nación del mundo 
en aceptar oficialmente el cristianismo, 
incluso antes que Roma, así que Armenia 
se conoce como uno de los países más 
antiguos del mundo. El país data de la época 
babilónica y persa. Tenemos innumerables 
iglesias y castillos antiguos. Hay un lago 
muy hermoso llamado Seván, el agua es 
muy azul, pues es muy profundo”.
Menciona algunas ideas erróneas 
que tiene la gente sobre tu país: 
“Pues es algo muy gracioso que Armenia 
es conocida porque hay muchos cantantes, 
como Charles Aznavour. Entonces, cuando 
llegué aquí y le decía a la gente de dónde 
era, me decían ‘Ah, Kim Kardashian’. En mi 
vida había escuchado de Kim Kardashian”.
Anécdota: “Una vez que estaba en la 
playa conocí a un amigo y había mucho 
viento. Entonces, me preguntó cómo me 
llamaba y le dije: ‘Mkhitar’ y de repente 
él me respondió: ‘¡Yo también me llamo 
Mike!’ y como había tanto ruido no lo quise 
corregir y, además, entiendo que a la gente 
se le hace difícil decir mi nombre. Así que 
se quedó con la idea de que me llamaba 
Mike”.
--Recopilado por Viridiana Zúñiga  
Los estudiantes de la clase de anatomía y fisiología del conferencista Jeffrey Robertson toman apuntes el jueves pasado para prepararse para su 
próximo examen. Las inscripciones en UTB/TSC han decrecido a causa del requisito del estado que requiere que los estudiantes presenten un 
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La reconocida escritora mexicana 
Carmen Boullosa expondrá su más 
reciente novela “Tejas” durante la 
Conferencia Binacional “Florilegio 
Literario”, que se llevará a cabo 
el jueves en el salón Cassia de 
Education and Business Complex.
El evento, organizado por el 
Ateneo Literario José Arrese, en 
colaboración con el Departamento 
de Lenguas Modernas, es parte de 
la XI Conferencia Literaria “Letras 
en el Estuario” y contará con la 
participación de 15 escritores y 
poetas de Matamoros y del Valle del 
Río Grande.
La autora, oriunda de la ciudad 
de México, hablará de “Tejas”, un 
libro que narra la vida y aventuras 
de Juan Nepomuceno Cortina, 
“Cheno”, en tiempos de la guerra 
entre México y Estados Unidos, en 
la que México perdió casi la mitad 
de su territorio, incluyendo Texas. 
La historia menciona lugares como 
Matamoros y Brownsville.
Boullosa es la autora de 17 
novelas, 10 obras de teatro, cinco 
volúmenes poéticos y un libro de 
ensayos. Entre sus trabajos se 
encuentran la novela “La otra mano 
de Lepanto” (2005), ganadora del 
premio a la mejor novela por el 
grupo Reforma; “La novela perfecta” 
(2006), ganadora a la mejor novela 
del año por el grupo Reforma; y la 
obra de teatro “Salto de mantarraya 
(y otros dos)” (2006), ganadora del 
grupo Reforma como mejor libro de 
poemas del año.
El programa comenzará a las 3 
p.m. con presentaciones poéticas 
y literarias y concluirá con la 
intervención de Boullosa que tendrá 
lugar de 7 a 8 p.m.
El evento es gratuito y estará 
abierto al público.
Para más información, llame 
al 882-8246 o ingrese a www.
ateneoliterario.blogspot.com.
Oficiales de UT-Brownsville dijeron que 
1,600 estudiantes fueron afectados por los 
estrictos requisitos de inscripción, por lo 
que esto se considera uno de los factores 
más importantes de la baja en el número de 
inscritos este semestre.
Novecientos estudiantes no cumplieron con 
el requisito de mostrar la prueba de la vacuna 
de la meningitis para inscribirse y otros 700 
fueron suspendidos por no cumplir con el 
Progreso Académico Satisfactorio (SAP) de 
financial aid.
“Hay nuevas y más fuertes, más 
estrictas, políticas de financial aid y del 
aprovechamiento del Progreso Académico 
Satisfactorio”, dijo el preboste de UTB/TSC 
Alan Artibise. “Si no hubiera estas políticas, 
esperaría que nuestras cifras hubieran sido 
las mismas o habrían crecido. Entonces, 
estamos aplicando políticas que afectan a 
los estudiantes como nunca antes en años 
pasados”.
Los alumnos deben tener el 70 porciento 
de créditos completados y un promedio de 
2.0 o más por semestre para cumplir con 
los requisitos de financial aid. Sin embargo, 
desde el semestre de Otoño 2011, el gobierno 
agregó un tercer componente a esta política: el 
factor de tiempo. El estudiante tiene derecho 
a tomar el 150 porciento de horas de crédito 
en su programa de estudio; sin embargo, 
si se pasa de esa cantidad de horas, ya no 
recibirá ayuda financiera, de acuerdo a Mary 
Comerota, directora de Asistencia Financiera 
Estudiantil.
En cuanto a la vacuna contra la meningitis, 
René Villarreal, vicepresidente adjunto de 
Administración de Inscripciones, dijo que 
es un factor importante al decidir si asistir o 
regresar a la escuela.
“Es un gasto directo para el estudiante; no 
pueden pagarlo a través de financial aid”, 
Villarreal dijo.
 La ley estatal, que tomó efecto el primero 
de enero del 2012, se aplica a los estudiantes 
menores de 30 años de nuevo ingreso, 
transferidos y que regresan a la escuela y 
requiere que presenten una evidencia escrita 
de que recibieron la inmunización contra la 
meningitis en los últimos cinco años.
La vacuna está disponible en Servicios 
Estudiantiles de Salud con un costo de $10 
para estudiantes menores de 19 años y $109 
para mayores de 19.
“Los solicitantes no deben querer pagar 
$109 por una vacuna y, por lo mismo, deciden 
no asistir a la escuela”, dijo Villarreal en 
un correo electrónico a The Collegian. “La 
mayoría de las pólizas de seguro no cubren 
esta vacuna”.
Al 25 de enero había 12,323 estudiantes 
inscritos en UTB/TSC, 6 porciento menos 
que el pasado semestre de primavera. Las 
cifras tendrían que haber estado terminadas 
y reportadas al Consejo Coordinador de 
Educación Superior de Texas para el 30 de 
enero; pero Villarreal dijo que la oficina de 
Administración de Inscripciones aún estaba 
procesando los ajustes para tener los números 
finales.
La cifra no oficial de créditos tomados este 
semestre es de 118,340.
Janna Arney, vicepresidente adjunto de 
Asuntos Académicos, dijo que la baja en las 
inscripciones no conllevará a recortes en 
los servicios, horas de funcionamiento o de 
personal.
Artibise dijo que una campaña de publicidad 
“agresiva” comenzó el mes pasado en la 
televisión, radio, periódicos, cines y demás.
“Estamos trabajando más fuerte que nunca 
en retener a los estudiantes”, él dijo. “Así que 
no es una cuestión de tenerlos inscritos, sino 
de ayudarlos a tener éxito y de hacer que se 
inscriban antes para el semestre siguiente y 
para el próximo año”.
Para el futuro, el preboste predice que la 
universidad volverá a tener un crecimiento 
en las cifras de inscripción del 5 al 8 porciento 
anual dentro de los próximos dos o tres años.
1,600 alumnos afectados por reglas de inscripción
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